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I am an English teacher at Ridge View Academy in Watkins, Colorado and since I began my training in the Peace4kids Curriculum, I have tried to find innovative ways to embed the concepts of character development into my established English curriculum.  Throughout all of the training, I was continually struck by how much of the character development lessons related to the task of a literary or historical analyst: to determine motivations and character traits in a complex arrangement of ideas and actions.  I am convinced that many Peace4kids Curriculum lessons can be successfully embedded into a variety of humanities curriculums, without it becoming another “added thing,” that further stresses our already overworked teachers.  On the contrary, the concepts, I feel, can energize a curriculum and provide students a concrete and logical background to learn the difficult task of criticism and analysis of characters and events in literature and history.  I am still in the process of adding Peace4kids components to my existing curriculum and although a comprehensive use of them may not be possible for a school through the humanities alone, they could certainly take on the lion’s share of the work.  Let me provide for you an example of a successful lesson.


My 10th grade American Literature class faced the difficult task of reading and appreciating “The Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin” and his “Sayings of Poor Richard,” as part of a Colonial literature series titled, “The Examined Life.”  The series requires students to study the important figures in American history instrumental in forging the moral and ethical background or our country through literature.


As a Set Induction, I asked the students to complete a 3-column chart listing the qualities of a successful person (G Rated, of course):

A Successful Person

                 IS                                           Has                                          Plans

	        decisive

        helpful
	           goals

           friends
	          ahead

          ways to help



This activity brought student’s previous knowledge out in a positive way that allowed students to be the impetus of the discussion.  We compiled an extensive list of positive traits that we could identify and correlated them to the 15 Peace4kids Curriculum traits when possible.  Next, we read “The Autobiography” of Benjamin Franklin, stopping our reading at several key moments to summarize the text and evaluate the character traits that are revealed or supported.  


For guided practice, the students broke into groups of four and read the “13 Virtues” within the selection.  Each group was asked to determine which of the 15 Peace4kids Curriculum virtues most closely resembled Franklin’s, as well as to paraphrase Franklin’s description of each virtue.  After sharing the groups’ findings, each student created a modified version of Ben Franklin’s virtue chart, chose a personal virtue, and provided concrete steps or activities required to achieve this virtue throughout the week (independent practice):

	Franklin’s Virtue:  Resolution                       Franklin’s aphorism: “One today is worth

Peace4kids Virtue:  Goal Setting                                           two tomorrows.”

  -“Identify a Desired Outcome and                  Personal Aphorism: “If you say it, you 

     plan a line of action to achieve it.”                           Better step it.”

	 What concrete steps will you take achieve this virtue?:  I resolve to complete my homework everyday in order to achieve the goal of passing all my classes with a C or better.  I plan on reviewing my assignment logs each night and each morning in study hall and spending at least one hour a day completing homework.

 


Monday                  Tuesday                 Wednesday           Thursday                 Friday

	Completed all assignments.  Studied for one and a half hours.


	Completed all assignments except math and studied for 45 minutes.
	Completed all assignments and had to study for 2 hours to complete them.
	Did no studying or homework.
	Completed all assignments and studied for an hour and a half.



Students later presented their charts and explained what they did to exhibit their virtues, or explained why they did not.  Students received positive feedback from their peers when they were successful.  As an extension exercise, the students read the “Sayings of Poor Richard” and identified which of the Peace4kids Curriculum virtues was being represented and created their own personal aphorisms to motivate them for the week.


I found that not only did students develop a personal understanding of the 15 Peace4kids Curriculum virtues but also an understanding of the important contributions Benjamin Franklin made to the ethical development of America through literature and history.  This activity not only supported the goals of the Peace4kids Curriculum but also the goals of the required Denver Public Schools American Literature curriculum as well as the Colorado Content Standards for Language Arts.

